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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400

















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Be assured that this freedom is not without cost. Jesus gave His life to free us from the bondage of sin. It should behoove us therefore to celebrate that freedom with a life of faithful service? "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein"? … "knowing this, that our old man was crucified with (him), that the body of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin;  for he that hath died is justified from sin". 


(Rom 6:1-2; 6-7) 


      It may be that we will someday loose some if not all of our civil freedom. Many early Christians, even the Apostles, suffered at the hand of a bad government but that did not prevent them from serving God. Nothing could take the freedom of Christ from them. Consider Paul's words, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Even as it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; We were accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 8:35-39)


     As we worship Him today, let us give thanks for the freedom to do so and live lives worthy of the cost of the freedom He gave.


		Joe Phillips








    This is a beautiful passage of Scripture from one of Israel’s great prophets.  He speaks of God, His people and the loving intimate relationship God desires from those who call themselves by His name and identify with His covenant relationship.  


    Notice how devoted the shepherd is to his sheep.  God really cares about His people.  That’s a good thing to know.  It comforts us!


    I expect you have seen pictures of the “Good Shepherd” that have been indelibly burned into your memory.  Actually, the image of the “Good Shepherd” is the most common of the symbolic representations of Christ found in early Christian art.  One can find it even in the catacombs of Rome where Christians worshiped in secret.





Children seem to relate especially to pictures of Jesus holding a little lamb and being surrounded by sheep (as in Warner Sallman’s or Bernard Plockhorst’s portraits of Jesus).  A Bible class teacher, for instance, might put one of those pictures on her bulletin board and ask the students to think of themselves as that little lamb.  Or she might cut out other lambs, print the name of each child on one of the lambs, and connect them to Jesus in the middle of the board by ribbons. She might have 








shepherd may bring his flock to the pen.  And perhaps still another will come with his lambs.  The sheep are all in the same 


 pen with no special identifying marks or brands on any of them.  How do the shepherds separate the sheep the next morning?  Here’s how.  One of the shepherds comes and makes a sound to his sheep.  Those in his flock file out, following his voice.  The other sheep wait patiently for their shepherd to call them.  How amazing is that?





Are we not somewhat like that as human beings?  The children all go out to play.  When dinnertime rolls round, each mom calls her children and they come at the sound of her voice.  That is not just because the children are hungry. They know they are loved.  They know their mother cares for them and has provided for their wellbeing.  They know that they are important to her and that gives their lives true meaning, a sense of identity.





Did you know that Reuters reported a while back that a team of British behavioral scientists found that sheep can recognize as many as fifty other sheep for up to two years?  The shepherd knows his sheep and the sheep recognize their shepherd.  So it is with those who belong to the Lord.  How comforting!


_____________________________





The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  (Ps 23:1-4)





			





The Love of the Shepherd


By Colly Caldwell





“Thus says the Lord God:  ‘Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out.  As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day.  I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in the inhabited places of the country.  I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel.  There they shall lie down in a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down,’ says the Lord God.  ‘I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick. . .’” (Ezek. 34:11-16).











blue ribbons for the boys and pink  ribbons for the girls.  But when each student finds his/her name on a lamb, he knows that he belongs, that Christ loves her, and that the Jesus they are learning about considers each one of them to be very special.





How wonderful it was for each of Israel’s remnant believers to think of themselves as beloved of God.  How wonderful it is for our youth to have that feeling about Christ and His love for all the little children.





The Scriptures are full of verbal images of the God Shepherd.  David said, “The Lord is my Shepherd.  I shall not want.”  The twenty-third Psalm has given comfort to millions of believers in every generation since David.  





 In John 10, Jesus used the same imagery.  He said, “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (v. 11).  Later in that same chapter he said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow” (v. 270).





 I am told that in the agricultural areas of Israel, the shepherds bring their sheep at night to a round pen.  It may be made of rocks instead of logs or boards like the corrals we have, but it serves the same purposes.  At the end of the day, a 








Freedom





For freedom did Christ set us free: (Gal 5:1)





     On Friday, July 4th, we will, as we do each year celebrate Independence Day. The very foundation of our country is based upon this day when we declared freedom from the tyranny of a foreign government.  Needless to say, such a move came at a great price and lives were lost to seal our independence. In our love and appreciation for this freedom we express our patriotism with parades, fireworks and music in recognition of its cost. Over the years we have come to realize the truism "freedom is not free".


     While there is a lot of criticism of our country by many of its citizens, it is freedom that permits it and what would anyone exchange for it?  There are some who exploit it and some who abuse it but we should cherish what freedom brings especially the right to worship God as He wishes without intervention from anyone. I am proud to be part of celebrating such freedom and I pray that it will always be so. 


     On the other hand there is a freedom afforded us that is far more important than any civil freedom we may have and many will give it little thought. It is freedom from sin. In Galatians 5: 1 Paul speaks of the freedom for which Christ set us free, that is, freedom from the law of sin and death. A  law  that brought about bondage (Rom. 7: 7) but he goes on to say “There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death". (Rom. 8: 1-2)
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





 Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green;  Joyce


 has back problems;  Elaine Clem;  had hip 


surgery. Chris Jackson; David Nash; Collins


 Boakye; Emily Clark’s Grandmother has 


cancer. Valerie McClendon recovering from


 surgery;  Donna Simmons’ mother recovering


 from cancer surgery. Steve Huff’s mother


diagnosed with  cancer.


  Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift,  Susan Bisbing’s 


mother has cancer; Mark  Robinson’s Mother 


had surgery for cancer. Rhonda Didder waiting 


 diagnosis of cancer test. Donnie Harper battle 


with cancer. Tiffany Wiggs’ father suffered a 


head injury. 


Remember those who are traveling. Pray for all


of our babies; Expecting mothers:  Kelly Craven


Marla Jones;   


Mrs. Alice Frasier passed away this past week.


______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


 Song Leader----Sam Adams


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lentz


   Asst. 1-----Ryan Pink 


   Asst. 2-----Nick McClendon


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks 


   Asst. 4-----Larry Coots


   Asst. 5-----Tony Waite


2nd Prayer---Dion Clark


Read Scripture---Grant Gay 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Kai Burk


Closing Prayer---Adam Kreis 


Sunday PM Service


1st Prayer---Woody McClendon


Song Leader---Kai Burke


2nd Prayer---Clay Bowman


Read Scripture---Steven Tramell


Sermon--------Tim Ruffin


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lentz


Announcements—Kai Burk


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Patrick Miles


 Invitation---Matt Parker


 Closing Prayer---Anthony Lynch





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














